


“Away From The Manger”
“So it was, that while they were there, 
the days were completed for her to be 
delivered.  And she brought forth her 
firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in 
swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a 

manger, because there was no room 
for them in the inn” (Luke 2:6, 7)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is a Carol that is often sung this time of year called, “Away in a manger.” It goes as follows,Away in a manger,�No crib for His bed�The little Lord Jesus�Laid down His sweet head��The stars in the bright sky�Looked down where He lay�The little Lord Jesus�Asleep on the hay��The cattle are lowing�The poor Baby wakes�But little Lord Jesus�No crying He makes��I love Thee, Lord Jesus�Look down from the sky�And stay by my side,�'Til morning is nigh.��Be near me, Lord Jesus,�I ask Thee to stay�Close by me forever�And love me I pray��Bless all the dear children�In Thy tender care�And take us to heaven�To live with Thee there�Note carefully, the title of our lesson is “Away From The Manger.”



“In The Manger”
• Was God the Son 

(Immanuel) 
• Was the fulfillment of 

prophecy
• Was the Creator of the 

universe
• Was the Savior of mankind

PASSAGES:
Galatians 4:4-5
Isaiah 7:14; 9:6
Micah 5:2
Hebrews 1:1-12
Matthew 1:21



“Around The Manger”
• People throughout the world were traveling to 

their homeland to register (Lk. 2:1-3)
– God’s providence paved through politics to fulfill 

prophecy
• The lodging house was full with people 

retiring in comfort (Lk. 2:7)
• Shepherds were living in the field and were 

visited by an angel (Lk. 2:8-20)



Peculiar Events Surrounding 
His Birth

1. His mother was a virgin
2. No room in the inn for the King of kings
3. A manger for His bed
4. A heavenly scene of praise in dark fields
5. Shepherds investigate



“And this will be the sign to you: You 
will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling 

cloths, lying in a manger” (Lk. 2:12)

• The unique birth of Jesus is an amazing part of 
world history and is worthy of our time and 
consideration

• Unfortunately men have tied lies to the 
manager

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Speaking with some Mormon women who came to my house inviting me to a Nativity event with multiple denominations providing several kinds of services throughout the week. The Mormons had their service on the last day of it. I asked them why so many nativity scenes with three wise men at a manger worshiping the baby Jesus. I asked where does the Bible teach it? The Bible shows shepherds coming to the manger. Wise men came to the house to see the child Jesus, not a barn or the baby (Matt. 2:11).  They said it must just be a tradition that has sprung up. I told them that it is sad that we allow man’s tradition to obscure and corrupt the Biblical story and they expressed agreement. I told them I would be happy to study with them but that I would challenge them as I would want them to challenge me to which they said they might take me up on that. 



Lies That Are “Away From 
The Manger”

1. Born “at Jerusalem”
– Alma 7:10, “And behold, he shall be born of Mary, 

at Jerusalem which is the land of our forefathers, 
she being a virgin, a precious and chosen vessel, 
who shall be overshadowed and conceive by the 
power of the Holy Ghost, and bring forth a son, 
yea, even the Son of God.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I gave these Mormon visitors one challenge before they departed: “Why does their book of Mormon tell us that Jesus was born in Jerusalem when He was born in Bethlehem?” They were a little confused but departed cordially.  Now other Mormons try to answer this apparent blunder of Joseph Smith by trying to insist that Smith meant the “land of Jerusalem.” It doesn’t say, “he shall be born of Mary in the land of Jerusalem,” but rather, “at Jerusalem which is the land of our forefathers.” There is a difference even in the expressions of “at Jerusalem” versus “of Jerusalem.” Mormons want to take something which is specific and make it generic! 



“AT JERUSALEM”

• Occurs 81 times in KJV
• Always means the city; never “the 

land of Judah”
–2 Kin. 14:20
–Lk. 9:31; Lk. 24:47
–Acts 1:4; 2:5; 9:28; 21:11

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Do you know the phrase, “land of Jerusalem” does not even appear in the Bible? The phrase “at Jerusalem” occurs eighty-one times in the King James Version of the Bible. Every time it means at or in the city of Jerusalem. Jerusalem is never used generically for the land of Judah. Compare Amaziah’s death, “And they brought him on horses: and he was buried at Jerusalem with his fathers in the city of David” (2 Kin. 14:20). Was that generic for anywhere in Judea? Would we think this king was buried somewhere in Judah or specifically in the city of Jerusalem? If we can understand that the Lord’s death was going to be accomplished “at Jerusalem” (Lk. 9:31), then we should be able to understand that the Book of Mormon affirms Jesus was born “at Jerusalem.” Or should we assume the death of Christ could be in any city of Judea? The gospel was going to be preached first beginning “at Jerusalem” (Lk. 24:47)? They understood this in the same way anyone would—the city (Acts 1:4). There were devout Jews from every nation under heaven dwelling “at Jerusalem” (Acts 2:5). Does that mean they were dwelling just anywhere in the land of Judea? Paul was coming in and going out with the church “at Jerusalem” (Acts 9:28). Was he just doing that with any church anywhere in Judea?  Agabus prophesied that Paul would be bound by the Jews “at Jerusalem” (Acts 21:11). If Paul turned out to be bound in Bethel, Bethlehem or Jericho would Agabus be a false prophet? Yes! He and everyone knew that it was not anywhere in Judea, but specifically at or in the city of Jerusalem. 



"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
Though you are little among the 

thousands of Judah, Yet out of you 
shall come forth to Me The One to 

be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings 
forth are from of old, From 

everlasting."

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When Biblical prophecies were made of His birth, they were very specific to the exact place. The nature of inspiration requires such. It is beyond of guesswork and generalities. Of the twelve tribes of Israel, it narrowed in on Judah. Of the thousands of cities in Judah, it specified one— the little village of Bethlehem. There were two Bethlehem’s in Old Testament History. One was of the tribe of Zebulun (Jos. 19:15). This is not where Jesus was born. The other Bethlehem was in in Judah. Ephrath was the ancient name of Bethlehem and was where Jacob buried Rachel (Gen. 48:7). When inspiration spoke of Bethlehem Ephrathah, it cleared up any confusion and eliminated any other city in the whole world. (Mic. 5:2).  How accurate could one guess the town where the Messiah would be born even if he knew the tribe? His guess would be one within thousands of possibilities. And then we should be impressed that Scripture named one of the small towns within all the towns and cities. It was little in comparison to the other cities. 



“The Manger”
• The MANGER destroys the book for 

MORMONISM
• The MANGER proves JOSEPH SMITH was 

a false prophet



“Concerning this record 
the Prophet Joseph Smith 
said: ‘I told the brethren 
that the Book of Mormon 
was the most correct of 
any book on earth, and 
the keystone of our 
religion, and a man would 
get nearer to God by 
abiding by its precepts, 
than by any other book.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yet he erred regarding the birth place of Jesus! He even had access to the New Testament. Micah did not. Not only do Mormons err on the birth of Jesus, but ironically, they err in commemorating His death. 



“For, behold, I say unto you, 
that it mattereth not what ye 
shall eat or what ye shall 
drink when ye partake of the 
sacrament, if it so be that ye 
do it with an eye single to my 
glory—remembering unto 
the Father my body which 
was laid down for you, and 
my blood which was shed for 
the remission of your sins.”

Doctrine and Covenants 27:2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because of this doctrine of Joseph Smith, Mormons approve of the notion to replace the fruit of the vine with water.



Doctrine of Men Versus the 
Doctrine of God

MEN
• Jesus born at 

Jerusalem (Alma 
7:10)

• It matters not what 
you eat and drink in 
the Lord’s Supper

• Cup = water

GOD
• Jesus born at 

Bethlehem (Matt. 
2:1)

• “Do all in the name of 
the Lord” (Col. 3:17; 
Lk. 22:17-20)

• Cup = Fruit of the 
vine



“And so it was, after the LORD had 
spoken these words to Job, that the 
LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, 
‘My wrath is aroused against you and 
your two friends, for you have not 
spoken of Me what is right, as My 
servant Job has.’”



If anyone speaks, let him speak as the 
oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let 
him do it as with the ability which God 
supplies, that in all things God may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ, to 
whom belong the glory and the 
dominion forever and ever. Amen.



Other Lies That Are “Away 
From The Manger”

2. Kings at his birth?
3. Kings going to a barn?
4. Kings worshiping the Babe?

– TRUTH: Magi, wise 
men/astrologers/teachers, not kings, came 
to his “house” (Matt. 2:1-12)



Other Lies That Are “Away 
From The Manger”

5. Ascribing a month or day to the birth?
6. Ways to observe the birth?

– No case of any church in the first-century 
celebrating the birth of Jesus



“as His divine power has given to us all 
things that pertain to life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of 
Him who called us by glory and virtue” 
(2 Peter 1:3)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While The Scripture Gives Us All Things That Pertain To Life And Godliness, It Is Silent Pertaining To The Celebration Of The Birth Of Christ!



WHY MUST WE MOVE 
AWAY FROM THE 
MANGER?

NEXT LESSON:
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