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Presentation Notes
We enjoy babies; we love babies; we adore babies. Babies are loveable and cute. They are also neither confrontational nor intimidating. Babies will not rebuke those in error; they will not condemn sin nor challenge the status quo. It is only natural then, that a sinful society that tolerates all kinds of deviant behavior: abortion, adultery, homosexuality, covetousness, divorce, etc. would seek peace with God through a helpless baby.



Jesus had to leave the manger to become the 
AUTHOR of eternal salvation
• Hebrews 5:6-9

Man must leave the manger!

AWAY
FROM THE 

MANGER
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Presentation Notes
It was not the baby Jesus that perfected Himself to become the author of eternal salvation. It is not the baby Jesus who learned (experienced) obedience in suffering. It is not the baby Jesus who is our High Priest. It is the adult Jesus who saves us from sin. It is the work of the adult Jesus by which we can secure the ransom price and be saved. Our salvation is not discovered through the adorable but passive infant who was wrapped in swaddling clothes.The word “author” means “cause” in this passage. 



1. Man must leave the manger to SIT AT THE 
FEET OF JESUS
• Luke 8:35, 38, 39
• John 6:63; 14:15, 21; 15:10, 14
• Matthew 28:19, 20

AWAY
FROM THE 

MANGER



2. Man must leave the manger and be JUDGED 
BY THE ADULT JESUS
• Acts 10:42; 17:31
• Matthew 25:31, 32
• John 5:22
• Romans 2:16; 14:10
• 1 Corinthians 4:5
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Ac 10:42  "And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead.Ac 17:31  "because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead."Mt 25:32  "All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.Joh 5:22  "For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son,Ro 2:16  in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.Ro 14:10  But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.



3. Man must leave the manger to be RECONCILED 
TO GOD—Colossians 1:19, 20:

“For it pleased the Father that in Him all the 
fullness should dwell, and by Him to reconcile all 
things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth 
or things in heaven, having made peace through 
the blood of His cross.”
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3. Man must leave the manger to be RECONCILED 
TO GOD—1 Timothy 2:5, 6:

“For there is one God and one Mediator between 
God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave 
Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time.”
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Rom. 3:23-26
Rom. 5:9, 10

Matt. 1:21

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Clearly God demonstrates his hatred for sin in having his Son need to die such a shameful death for sin, and yet He demonstrates his love by sending His son to die for our sin. Justice demanded punishment for sin. Love demanded mercy. So in sending forth the Son, God fulfills the just requirement of the law for sin, death. And likewise God fulfills the requirement of love being the merciful justifier of man.Am I not to be fearful of the price that was paid for sin when I survey the cross? Am I not ashamed that the Law exposes and utterly condemns my sin as an act of rebellion? Am I not humbled and reduced to tears for Jesus who went to cover my sin while I lived as an enemy to Him? Does He therefore not become my confidence to enter heaven? What a balance God strikes in the heart of man! On the one hand, fear of sin, judgment, and accountability and yet on the other hand hope in the Lord for His pardon.



Jesus Emphasized His , Not His 
Manger

• “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up” (Jn. 3:14)

• “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall 
I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? 
But for this purpose I came to this 
hour’…’And I, if I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.’ 
This He said, signifying by what death He 
would die” (Jn. 12:27, 32, 33)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The church of Christ may look peculiar for not celebrating Christ’s birth but Christmas as Christ’s birth was a tradition invented by man hundred of years after Jesus was born (Matt. 15:9). The New Testament doesn’t tell us or show us how to celebrate His birth. The church of Christ actually celebrates more than most as we celebrate the death and resurrection of Christ every first day of the week!



“Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the 
gospel which I preached to you, which also 
you received and in which you stand, by which 
also you are saved, if you hold fast that word 
which I preached to you—unless you believed 
in vain. For I delivered to you first of all that 
which I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, and that He 
was buried, and that He rose again the third 
day according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:1-4)

Paul Emphasized His , Not 
His Manger



“But God forbid that I should boast 
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world has been 
crucified to me, and I to the world” 
(Gal. 6:14)
“that I may know Him and the power of 

His resurrection, and the fellowship of 
His sufferings, being conformed to His 
death” (Phil. 3:10)

Paul Emphasized His , Not 
His Manger



“knowing that you were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, 
like silver or gold, from your aimless 
conduct received by tradition from 
your fathers, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot” 
(1 Pet. 1:18, 19)

Peter Emphasized His , Not 
His Manger



“who Himself bore our sins in His own 
body on the tree, that we, having died 
to sins, might live for righteousness—by 
whose stripes you were healed” 
(1 Pet. 2:24)
“For Christ also suffered once for sins, 

the just for the unjust, that He might 
bring us to God, being put to death in 
the flesh but made alive by the Spirit” 
(1 Pet. 3:18)

Peter Emphasized His , Not 
His Manger



•“But if we walk in the light as He is in 
the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son cleanses us from all 
sin” (1 Jn. 1:7)

•“And He Himself is the propitiation 
for our sins, and not for ours only 
but also for the whole world” 
(1 Jn. 2:2)

John Emphasized His , Not 
His Manger



•“This is He who came by water and 
blood—Jesus Christ; not only by 
water, but by water and blood. And it 
is the Spirit who bears witness, 
because the Spirit is truth” (1 Jn. 5:6)

•“…To Him who loved us and washed 
us from our sins in His own blood” 
(Rev. 1:5)

John Emphasized His , Not 
His Manger



When Jesus Was Only Eight Days Old, 
His Death Was In View

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notice that through the life of Christ the thoughts of many hearts would be revealed. Preaching the death of the Son of God and all of its ramifications reveals the thinking of people. This is most certainly why the world is so attracted to the baby in the manger and not the adult who died on the tree. You must step away from the manger and deal with the adult Jesus. The cross of Christ reveals our heart before God.



• Speak against it (Lk. 
2:34; 22:54-65; 23:1, 2, 
10, 11, 18, 35, 36; Acts 
17:32)?

• Delay dealing with it 
(Acts 24:25)?

• Connect to it through 
baptism (Rom. 6:3, 4)?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Luke 22:1, 2: “They did not say that he taught that men should not give tribute — that would have been too gross a charge, and would have been easily refuted; but it was an inference which they drew. They said it followed from his doctrine. He professed to be a king. They inferred, therefore, if he was a king, that he must hold that it was not right to acknowledge allegiance to any foreign prince; and if they could make this out, they supposed that Pilate must condemn him of course” (Barnes). Jesus contradicted this charge by teaching on the kingdom’s nature to Pilate (Jn. 18:35-37).
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